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WHAT  IT  IS  - 


The  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act  is  a  Fed- 
eral statute  enacted  in  1921  and  last 
amended  in  1958,  administered  by  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


It  prescribes  rules  of  fair  competition 
and  fair  trade  practice  for  all  persons 
or  firms  engaged  in  livestock  marketing 
or  meatpacking  and  dealing  in  interstate 
or  foreign  commerce. 


It  requires  an  auction  market  operator  to 
register  with  USD  A  within  30  days  after 
his  market  is  posted,  giving  the  name  of 
the  firm,  owners,  address  of  business, 
marketing  activities  in  which  engaged, 
and  any  financial  connection  with  mem- 
bers   of  the   trade. 


It  requires  an  auction  market  operator, 
after  registering,  to  file  a  bond  based 
on  the  volume  of  business  transacted 
during  the  past  12  months. 


It  requires  an  auction  market  operator  to 
file  with  USDA  a  schedule  of  rates  and 
charges  for  all  services  such  as  sell- 
ing,   yardage,    feeding. 


PROVISIONS. 


SELLING  SERVICES 

AND  BUSINESS  PRACTICES 

Market  operators  should: 

See  to  it  that  bidding  by  buyers  is  open 
and  competitive. 

Solicit  buyers  to  attend  sales. 

Represent  the  best  interests  of  shippers 
to  the  market  at  all  times. 

Sell  all  consigned  livestock  to  the  best 
advantage  of  the  shipper  but  not  misrep- 
resent its  quality. 

Provide  equal  treatment  to  all  shippers 
regardless  of  size  or  regularity  of  ship- 
ments. 

Provide  adequate  facilities  such  as  pens 
and  unloading  chutes,  in  clean   condition, 
at  reasonable  rates. 

Not  finance  dealers. 

Not  guarantee  prices  to  be  received  on 
livestock  shipped  -  —  but  operator  may 
protect  shippers'  interest  if  reasonable 
bid  is  not  received  at  time  of  sale. 

Not  permit  employees  to  buy  out  of  con- 
signment  for   speculative  purposes. 

Not  permit  auctioneers,  weighers,  start- 
ers, or  clerks  to  buy  out  of  consignment 
for  any  purposes. 


as   they  apply  to  auction 


WEIGHING 

Market  operators  should  install,  maintain, 
and  operate  scales  in  such  a  way  as  to 
assure    correct  weights. 

0  Scales  should  be  properly  tested  to  ca- 
pacity used,  not  less  than  twice  each 
year,    by    a   competent    agency. 

0  Scales  should  be  balanced  not  less  than 
once  every  15  minutes,  or  after  1$  drafts, 
whichever   occurs   first. 

#  All  livestock  should  be  weighed  to  the 
nearest  five  pounds  and  no  advantage 
should  be  given  to  either  buyer  or  seller. 

%  Serially  numbered  scale  tickets  should 
be  issued  and  a  copy  kept  on  file. 
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ACCOUNTING 

Market  operators  should  keep  complete  and 
accurate  records  and  should  maintain  a 
sound   financial    status   at  all  times. 

#  Shippers'  money  should  not  be  used  to 
finance  market  operations  or  for  personal 
business. 

0Each  buyer  and  seller  should  receive  a 
true   written  account  of  his  transaction. 

#No  false  or  fictitious  name  may  be  used 
on  scale  tickets,  sales  sheets,  or  pur- 
chase   sheets. 

0No  special  system  of  bookkeeping  is  re- 
quired, but  records  must  reveal  true  na- 
ture of  all  transactions. 


ENFORCEMENT 


I  Posting A  market  is  posted  when 

it  has  been  determined  that  it  is  subject  to 
the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act.  Posting 
is  accomplished  by  notifying  the  owner 
and  by  the  posting  of  notices  in  three 
conspicuous   places    at   the  market. 

1  Supervision  -  -  *-  Representatives  of  the 
U'SDA  Packers  and  Stockyards  Branch 
make  regular  supervisory  trips  to  posted 
markets  to  make  sure  that  regulations 
under    the    law    are    being   observed. 

•  Violations  -  -  Violators  may  receive 
warning  -  -  they  may  be  ordered  to  cease 
and  desist  -  -  and  in  serious  cases  their 
registration  under  the  P  &  S  Act  may  be 
suspended  which  would  bar  them  from 
conducting  operations  in  commerce  for 
specified  periods  of  time.  Criminal  vio- 
lations, such  as  false  weighing  or  ac- 
counting, are  referred  to  the  Department 
of    Justice    for   prosecution. 
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Complaints  -  -  -  Anyone  who  feels  that 
he  has  been  treated  unfairly  by  anyone 
subject  to  the  Act  may  make  a  complaint 
to  the  P  &  S  Branch.  Such  complaints 
are  investigated  without  cost  to  the 
complainant. 

Reparations  -  -  -  Anyone  who  believes 
that  some  action  of  a  dealer,  market  op- 
erator or  commission  agent,  subject  to 
the  Act  has  caused  him  loss  or  damage 
in  marketing  his  livestock,  may  petition 
for  reparations. 


FURTHER  INFORMATION 

For  answers  to  questions  about 
the  law  or  for  copies  of  the 
Packers  and  Stockyards  Act, 
As  Amended,  and  the  Regula- 
tions Promulgated  Thereunder 
(SRA-164)  write  to  the  Pack- 
ers and  Stockyards  Branch,  Live- 
stock Division,  Agricultural  Mar- 
keting Service,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D. 
C,  or  to  any  of  the  district  P  & 
S  offices  listed  on  the  following 
page. 
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DISTRICT  OFFICES  AND  AREA  COVERED 


Billings,  Montana 
210  Livestock  Exch.  Bldg. 
QMont.,  N.  Wyo  J 

Chicago,  Illinois 
999  Exch.  Ave.  Union 
Stockyards 
Qn.  half  111.,  Wise.]] 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
3129  Spring  Grove  Ave. 
[_Cincinnati,  Ky.,  W.  VaJ 

Denver,  Colorado 
403  Livestock  Exch.  Bldg. 
[~Colo.,  N.  New  Mex.  S.  E. 
Wyo.,  W.  Neb.]] 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 
231  Livestock  Exch.  Bldg. 

[]Tex.f  SW  New  Mex.J 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 
238  Livestock  Exch.  Bldg*. 
(_Indiana,  Ohio  (except 
Cincinnati),  Michigan._j 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 
760  Livestock  Exch.  Bldg. 

^Kans.,  W.  Mo.]] 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 
1147  Lititz  Pike 
|_New  England  States, 
Md.,  Del.,  Pa.,  N.  Y.J 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Livestock  Exch.  Bldg., 
Union  Stockyards 
LCalif.,  Nev.,  (except 
N.  E.  Corner),  Ariz  J 

Montgomery,  Alabama 
New  Post  Office  Bldg. 
\\&.,  Fla.,  Ga.,  S.  C, 
Ala.,  (except  N.   edge) 
S.  half  Miss.]] 

Nashville,  Tennessee 
214  Livestock  Exch. 
Bldg. 
[jTenn.,  E.  half  Ark., 


N.  edge  Ala.,    N.  edge 
Miss.,      S.  W.  Va,  West 

N.  C.]] 

National  Stockyards, 
Illinois 

Livestock  Exch.  Bldg. 
[]s«  half  111.,  E.  half 
Mo.]] 

North  Portland,  Oregon 
Livestock  Exch.  Bldg. 
Qwash^  Ore.,  N.  part 
Idaho. I 

Ogden,  Utah 
P.  O.  Box  390 
|_Utah,  S.  part  Idaho, 
S.  W.  part  Wyo.,  N.  E. 

Nev.  J 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
231  Livestock  Exch. 
Bldg. 
[]okla„  W.  Ark. J 

Omaha,  Nebraska 
609  Livestock  Exch. 
Bldg. 

[_Neb.  (except  W\  part), 
S.  W.  part  Iowa._j 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 
225  Livestock  Exch. 
Bldg. 

Qlowa  (except  S.  W. 
corner),  S.  D.J 

South  St.  P  aul, 
Minnesota 
208  Federal  Bldg. 
QMinn.,  N.  D.,  N.  W. 
corner  Wisc._| 

Washington,  D.  C. 
3512  South  Bldg. 
Qva.,  N.  C,  Dist. 
of  Col.]] 

Wichita,  Kansas 
22  Livestock  Exch,  Bldg 
[Central  and  S.  Kansas] 


